Reading Week 9, Days 1-5
Compare and Contrast story themes, settings, and plots.
Standard: RL. 3.9 - I can compare and contrast themes, settings, and plots of two stories.
DAY 1
Read both passages. Then, answer the questions to compare and contrast the story themes[image: ].
Passage 1:


















	Question 1: What is the theme of passage 1?








Passage 2:
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	Question 2: What is the theme of passage 2?








	Question 3: Compare - How are the themes of Kyra's New House and The Promotion the same?






	Question 4: Contrast - How are the themes of Kyra's New House and The Promotion different?













DAY 2
Read both passages. Then, answer the questions to compare and contrast the story settings.
[image: ]Passage 1:





















	Question 1: What is the setting of passage 1?








[image: ]Passage 2: 



















	Question 2: What is the setting of passage 2?








	Question 3: Compare - How are the settings of The Ant & the Grasshopper and Cardinal & Robin the same?






	Question 4: Contrast - How are the settings of The Ant & the Grasshopper and Cardinal & Robin different?

















DAY 3
Read both passages. Then, answer the questions to compare and contrast the story plots.
[image: ]Passage 1: 





















	Question 1: What is the plot of passage 1?








[image: ]Passage 2: 



















	Question 2: What is the plot of passage 2?








	Question 3: Compare - How are the plots of Grand Town is in Danger and A Classroom Fight the same?






	Question 4: Contrast - How are the plots of Grand Town is in Danger and A Classroom Fight different?

















DAY 4
[image: ]Read both passages. Then, answer the questions to compare and contrast the story themes, settings, and plots.
Passage 1: 















[image: ]Passage 2: 



















	Question 1: Themes - How are they the same? How are they different?








	Question 2: Settings - How are they the same? How are they different?






	Question 3: Plots - How are they the same? How are they different?
























DAY 5
Read both passages. Then, answer the questions to compare and contrast the story themes, settings, and plots.
[image: ]Passage 1: 





















[image: ]Passage 2: 



















	Question 1: Themes - How are they the same? How are they different?








	Question 2: Settings - How are they the same? How are they different?






	Question 3: Plots - How are they the same? How are they different?
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A Classroom Fight

Ms. Richard’s classroom was split up info four groups for a
group project. They had just finished reading The Lorax and they
were making a chart to describe the changing setting throughout the
book. Suddenly, she heard raised voices coming from one of the
groups.

“You use the brand-new markers every single time we are
in a group. You don’t let anyone else help!” one voice shouted.

“It doesn’t matter. I have the best handwriting in the
group. Our poster needs fo look good,” another voice answered.

Ms. Richard scanned the room, trying to find the source of
yelling. She found Madeline and Kate bickering in group four. So, she
immediately walked to them to calm them down. Kate explained that
Madeline wanted to use the brand-new markers for their poster and
wouldn't let anyone else use them. However, Madeline claimed they
wouldn't get a good grade unless she wrote on the poster. She
thought she was the only one who could make it look good enough. Ms.
Richard started by explaining to Madeline that was she being hurtful
to others and putting them down. She
dlso explained that what they wrote q
on the chart paper was what mattered.
How pretty it looked did not. She finished
her speech up with, “You girls have been

friends too long. You shouldn't fight over

silly markers.”
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The Boy Who Cried Ow'l

There was a little boy named Shawn that was quite

mischievous, finding it fun to play tricks on his friends and family. For
example, he frequently told his mom and dad that he had just gotten
hurt on his bike. He would run into the house, shouting that he had just
hurt his knee on the concrete. His parents would run to help him, but
then would always end up angry with him because they saw him
standing there perfectly fine. Shawn would laugh and say, “Just
Jjoking!”

One day, Shawn was riding his bike to his friend’s house. He
was trying to ride it as fast as he could because the breeze felt
good against his sweaty skin on this hot, summer day. All of a sudden,
Shawn redlized he was going way too fast down the city’s steepest
hill. His bike tire hit a hole in the street and Shawn went flying
forward of f of his bike. He was hurt badly, on both his elbows and his
knees. He limped home crying and needing help from his mom and dad.

When he went inside and shouted that he had
fallen of f of his bike and was hurt badly, he heard no
response. He called for help again, but no one
answered for the second time. After he walked into his
mom’s office, crying, she jumped up to help him. “Oh,

my goodness, Shawn. This is why you can’t joke that
youre hurt. Your dad and I thought you were joking
again,” she explained. Shawn learned his lesson. He had

tricked his mom and dad one too many times.
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The Cat Who Cried Mouse

Tabby was a playful cat that would constantly play tricks on
his brothers and sisters. They dll lived in a cottage in the valley and
they had a nice, cozy life. They were all quite peaceful there, except

for Tabby. He was always lying and pestering them. His favorite trick
was to tell his brothers and sisters that there was a mouse in the
kitchen. Now, there was nothing that a cat loved more than chasing a
mouse around a house, so they would sprint to find the mouse. After
they ran around for ten minutes and redlized there was no mouse to
begin with, they would find Tabby laughing in the kitchen and laying in
the sun rays coming through the window. This happened dll the time,
and they’d had enough of his jokes. They let him know that they were
no longer going to fall for his tricks.

The next day, Tabby was feeling a little sad that his long-
running trick was now over. As he snacked on some of his breakfast, he
saw two mice run across the basement floor. This was it! A cat’s
favorite activity. Real mice to chase and play with. Tabby yelled,
“MICE!” to his brothers and sisters, but no
one answered. He ran to chase the mice on g
his own, but they were just too fast. Chasing Q
mice is not a one-cat job. When he told his
brothers and sisters about this short-lived game v L
with the two mice, they were upset with him.

They missed out since they thought he was merely
Jjoking again. Tabby learned his lesson and promised

to only call “mouse” when it was real.
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The Turtle and the Rabbit

There once lived a turtle and a rabbit that lived deep in
the Evergreen Forest. It was a happy place, where mostly everyone
got along. Turtle and Rabbit were the exception to that forest
quality. Rabbit always wanted to compete with Turtle, but Turtle
had no interest. Rabbit knew she was faster than the slow turtle
and she truly wanted to prove it since she was so competitive. She
had asked Turtle fo race her every day for three months, but
every day Turtle said no. Finally, one day after Rabbit had laughed
at Turtle’s slow speed, Turtle agreed to race her. Turtle wanted to
be brave and to make this annoying rabbit stop asking him fo race.

Rabbit laughed at the starting line because she knew how
badly she was going fo beat him in this race. Once they started,
Turtle started walking on and Rabbit sprinted of f as fast as she
could. Rabbit was so far ahead that when she glanced behind her,
she redlized she had time for a quick nap. In her mind, it would take
Turtle at least twenty minutes to catch up o where she was. So,
she laid down under the oak tree for a short nap.
Turtle saw Rabbit napping ahead and felt slightly
Jjealous because he was dlready tired, but he knew
that he couldn’t give up. Turtle just kept
on walking, right past Rabbit. As soon X
as Rabbit awoke from her nap, she
saw Turtle at the finish line. It
was too late.
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The Sloth and the Toucan

Toucan knew that sloths were one of the forest’s slowest
animals. Toucan also knew that he loved fo win contests, so Toucan
asked Sloth if she wanted to race from the tops of the trees to
the forest floor. Sloth responded with a no because she didn’t redlly
like moving if she didn’t have fo. She loved lounging around on tree
branches. It wasn’t that she was lazy, that’s just who she was.

Toucan begged daily, but Sloth always said no. One day, Toucan said,

“Let me make it easy for you. I'll give you a head start.” Sloth
looked down towards the forest floor and thought about how much
work that would take. She didn't want tfo, but she really wanted to
get this toucan to leave her alone. She said yes.

They started their race. Toucan wanted to show off and
give the sloth a huge head start, so Toucan flew high up in the air,
way above the treetops. Toucan did loops and flips and somersaults
through the air. As Toucan was playing around in
the sky, Sloth was slowly, but surely, making her
way down the tree. This was more work than
she had done in the last week combined, but
she was determined to complete the race.

Toucan stopped flipping and looked around. All

he saw were clouds. He must have flown too

far up in the sky and by the time he made his

way back down, Sloth was dlready there ot t%
the forest floor. 0)
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Kyra’s New House

Kyra has been living with her mom and dad in an
apartment since she was a baby. She has never known anything
different from this cozy apartment. However, there have been
changes with Kyra’s mom and dad recently. Her dad told her last
week that he was going to move into a new place for a little bit.
What a big change this was for her, she thought. Her dad would be
moving out and she’d have a new place to stay, but she wasn’t really
sure which place she’d stay at more. Would she stay with her dad ot
his new house, or would she stay at her apartment where she’s
always lived with her mom? Kyra’s parents told her not to worry
about all of these things because they would figure it all out for her.

The day of the move came very quickly. A moving truck
pulled up outside of her apartment, so she packed up half of her
belongings and put them into boxes that her dad gave her. Kyra
started crying on moving day, unsure of how she should feel about dll
these changes. Kyra’s dad took a break from moving boxes into the
truck to sit down and talk with her. Her dad told her that everything
would be okay. He reassured her that she’d have two rooms, with
double the clothes and toys. Kyra still
felt a bit of sadness but tried to

all to herself!
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The Promotion

“Kyra, come downstairs! The bus is here,” Kyra’s mom
shouted from the bottom of the stairs. Kyra heard her mom yell, but still
needed a few seconds to find her shoes.

“Coming, Mom! I just can’t find my shoes,” she yelled.

“Kyral Hurry up, I told you to find your school gear before
we went to bed last night. We dll knew we’d be in a hurry this morning,”
her mom griped.

As soon as Kyra found her shoes, she ran downstairs and
gave her mom and sister a kiss goodbye. Then, she grabbed a pack of
Pop-Tarts and ran out the door. Kyra’s mom was starting a new position
at her job. That meant that Kyra had to start riding the bus to school in
the morning. She wasn't thrilled at the idea of having to ride the bus.
However, she was proud of her mom for getting a new promotion at
work.

Kyra knew this would change a lot for her family. She’d have
to stay at school for the after-school program since her 7
mom would be working longer hours and Kyra would have ‘) )

less time to spend with her mom. Her mom told her

these long hours she was spending at work were only ’9“\}:' =
temporary while she got used to her new job. A lot has gﬁ\"
changed in Kyra’s life in the last few months, but her ‘%’ 4

mom always reminds her that they will spend quality
time together at nighttime and on weekends. And her
mom has redlly kept that promise. They eat dinner as a
family, read books, and do puzzles together every night.
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The Ant and the Grasshopper

Deep in the woods lived an ant and a grasshopper. These

two insects could not be more different. The ant was a very
hardworking insect, who spent his days and nights working. The
grasshopper was quite the opposite. This lazy insect spent his days
lounging around the woods. Every day, the ant told the grasshopper
that he needed to get o work before the winter came. He warned
him that once winter came, he would not have any food to survive.
The grasshopper laughed the ant off and told him he didn’t care, and
he just wanted to continue lounging around.

So, day after day, the ant gathered leaves, grass, and
other items for the winter. All while the grasshopper laid around on
logs and twigs, watching the ant and giggling as he worked. Four
months later, winter came. It was freezing outside, and all the
vegetation had died in the woods. The ant didn’t have any worries
because he had quite the collection of gathered food to eat. The
grasshopper, on the other hand, had nothing. He got so hungry and
cold one day that he decided he had to go to his friend. He walked
over to the ant’s house and asked him for food and shelter. The ant
looked at his friend, angry that he never listened, but sorry that he
looked so miserable. He told him he’d share

this one time, but if he didn’t

work hard next summer, then

he would not help him out a‘@
ever again.
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Cardinal and Robin

Tn The giant free That sfood along Greenfown Street, There
lived a cardinal and a robin. Cardinal was the hardest worker on the
entire street. Quite oppositely, Robin was the laziest bird on the entire
street. Both birds needed to build a nest within the giant tree. Cardinal
went looking for straw and sticks every single day, while Robin sat in
the tree and watched. Cardinal told Robin she really needed to start
making her nest. She needed to start preparing, but the thought of
working made Robin laugh. Robin told Cardinal not to worry about her
and that she’d find time to work later.

For now, Robin just wanted to sit around in the trees and
watch the humans below. So, while Robin watched, Cardinal worked. One
day, Cardinal gathered her last stick and started to gather mud to
piece her nest together. These were the last steps of her nest. Robin
saw this nest that was forming and grew slightly jealous that she was
now very behind. Cardinal looked at her nest, feeling pride at how
sturdy it was, but then she looked at Robin and felt sad for her
because she knew it was just too late.

The next day, the two birds were ready to
lay their eggs. Robin tried to fly around the giant
tree and gather straw and sticks for her
nest, but the wind was strong that day,
so every time she gathered something, it
just blew away. It was a disaster. Cardinal
felt sorry for her and decided to share
her nest just this once.
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Grand Town is in Danger

Grand Town is the most wonderful place with the most
wonderful people. That’s how Jet and Flash feel, at least. These two
superheroes lived in Grand Town and they always worked to keep the
town as safe as possible. One morning, Jet and Flash were flying
around from building to building, making sure the citizens below were
safe and sound.

Jet pointed to something suspicious. Flash followed her
pointing finger and saw what she was referring to. There were two
boys on a playground flailing their arms in the air who appeared to be
yelling at each other. Jet and Flash typically saved people from
crimindls, but they had to solve this problem, too. As they flew closer
to the two boys, the boys stopped fighting fo look at them. Jet started
by asking them what was going on.

As they were listening to the boys discuss their problem at
hand, they learned that there was only room for one more kid on the
kickball team, but they both wanted to play. Jet sighed because she
couldn’t believe how the boys hadn’t just thought to take turns right
away. She tried explaining this o the boys,
but at first, they wouldn’t listen to her.
Flash tried to also explain that fighting
with your close friend because of a
kickball game is not worth it. The boys
finally worked it out and decided fo take
turns kicking and catching in the outfield.





